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 CHATHAM BOROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

January 13, 2016     8:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Kate Murphy called this Reorganization Meeting of the Chatham Borough 

Environmental Commission to order at 8:00 p.m. in Room 212, middle level, Chatham 

Municipal Building.  Mrs. Murphy announced that all legal notices have been posted for this 

meeting. 

 

Name Present Absent 

Kate Murphy (Chair) X  

Wolfgang Robinson X  

Ben Lampert X  

Brendan Keating X –arrived 8:10 p.m.  

John Dey X  

John Tancredi  X 

Kevin Murphy X  

Billy Conlan X  

John Bitar  X 

Carl Cappabianca  X 

Council Member Len Resto X  

 

 

Public Comment 

No one responded. 

 

 

Correspondence 

Mrs. Murphy reviewed a notice received from the Morris County Soil Conservation District 

reporting that the soil erosion at 52 Washington Avenue is in compliance with regulations.   

 

Reorganization Resolutions for 2016 

The Commission unanimously approved the following Resolutions: 

 

Resolution #16-01:  Resolution establishing the Commission’s Annual Meeting Schedule for 

2016 

 

Resolution #16-02: Resolution designating Official Newspapers for the Publication of Legal 

Notices 

Resolution #16-03:  Resolution electing the Commission Officers for 2016: 

Chairperson:   Kate Murphy 

Vice Chairman:  Wolfgang Robinson 

Commission Secretary:  Ben Lampert 

 

Resolution #16-04:  Resolution to adopt the Meeting Minutes of December 9, 2015 
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Liaison Reports 

Planning Board 

Mr. Robinson reported that the Board held their Reorganization Meeting on January 6th.  The 

Board will be holding a workshop in February to hear residents’ input for the new Master Plan.  

At the January 6th meeting, the Board also listened to plans for a minor subdivision proposed for 

64 Hedges Ave.  Mr. Robinson had to recuse himself from this application because his home was 

within the 200 ft. radius of the applicant’s property. 

 

Borough Council 

Council Member Resto reported that Chatham Borough will be working with the City of Summit 

in obtaining grant money to tie together the trails of the two communities.  Also, a budget will be 

put together to treat the ash borer disease affecting ash trees in the Borough.  It’s less expensive 

to treat a diseased tree, rather than removing it all together. 

 

Community Garden 

Council Member Resto reported that all the community gardeners will meet on February 22nd at 

the Library of the Chathams.  Seventy plots have been taken with a dozen half-plots and 

quarter-plots still available. 

 

Boy Scouts 

Mr. Murphy discussed Boy Scout Troop 28, consisting of 30 Scouts, which meets at Stanley 

Congregational Church.  These Scouts have expressed an interest in the different clean-up 

projects in Chatham.  Mr. Murphy will try and keep them in the loop about what clean-up dates 

are coming up and the type of volunteer labor needed.  He also noted that six Scouts will soon be 

looking for Eagle projects.  Council Member Resto explained how Scouts find and decide on 

Eagle projects.  Commissioners brought up possible projects. 

 

Rain Garden 

Mrs. Murphy reported that Mr. Cappabianca has been very diligent about keeping the Garden 

watered and maintained. 

 

Eco-Film Series 

Mrs. Murphy talked about a good eco-film she had recently seen “This Changes Everything” 

based on the book, of the same title, by Naomi Klein.  Commissioners felt this movie could be 

shown at the Library using streaming on Amazon.  Mr. Conlon reported on another film called 

“Cowspiracy:  The Sustainability Secret”. 

Commissioners discussed what dates would be good to hold eco-films run by the Scouts. 

 

 

Report on NJ League of Municipalities 

Mr. Resto reported that on several sessions he had attended at the League convention, held 

recently in Atlantic City. 

 

Pilgrim Pipeline 

Mr. Resto informed Commissioners that they can download Pilgrim’s Environmental Study 

which had been submitted to the NY Throughway Authority, which wanted to be the lead agency 
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in New York State for the pipeline.  Pilgrim is moving ahead with their pipeline project 

regardless of the current falling prices for oil.  Mr. Resto felt that New Jersey should try and stay 

one step ahead of Pilgrim.  Pilgrim has not yet filed their environmental impact study; however, 

Mr. Resto felt that it was progressing in some shape or form.  On Dec. 16th a group of area 

mayors met to discuss what common action could be taken to ensure that the affected towns are 

being taken into consideration.  Joint representation, in a legal sense, should be established.  The 

towns should do their own environmental study on the pipeline. 

 

Mr. Resto noted that the Concerned Citizens of Chatham will be holding another meeting in the 

near future. 

 

Pending Business 

Commissioners welcomed their newest members:  Billy Conlan, Kevin Murphy, and John Dey. 

 

Environmental Badge Award 

Mrs. Murphy noted that the Commission is planning this award to an eco-family home(s) in the 

Borough.  The award would be a nice plaque on a post.  Hopefully a number of homeowners will 

apply for the award. 

 

Mr. Murphy reviewed the various samples from companies he had contacted who could produce 

plaques.  He reported on the costs of each sample. 

 

Mr. Dey questioned if the plaques would meet the sign ordinance requirements. 

 

Regarding the cost of the plaques, Mr. Resto pointed out, that for the first year, the money left 

over from the Sustainable Jersey grant could be used.  Once this remaining grant money is used, 

the Commission could then revert to their budget money.  Mrs. Murphy suggested a luncheon be 

held for all participants in this contest, and in honor of the winner. 

 

Mr. Robinson suggested a separate award be designated for contractors who have undertaken 

eco-friendly projects.  Commissioners felt that would be a good idea.  

 

Mr. Keating suggested the film class at Chatham High could be approached to interview the 

homeowners who receive the award. 

 

Commissioners decided to advertise one award; however, if a significant response is received 

from homeowners, perhaps three awards could be given.   Mr. Resto recommended the name of a 

local reporter who might be helpful in reporting on this competition and award. 

 

Mrs. Murphy will contact Vince DeNave, the Borough Engineer, about a list of local builders 

who may be interested in the Commission’s eco-friendly award for “environmental builder of the 

year”. 

 

Mr. Murphy will be e-mailing Commissioners his draft article about this program and award. 

 

Status of the Budget 
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Mr. Resto reported that the Budget is due to be presented for approval in March.  The 

Commission will probably be designated $3,000. 

 

Explore Chatham 

Mr. Conlan explained how the apps on a cell phone could give information on any one of the 

four trails in Chatham Borough.  Mr. Dey offered to walk one of the trails and record it.  Mr. 

Conlan will check with a friend to see which program would be best. 

 

Commission Website 

Mr. Dey reported that he now has official Borough permission to make changes on the 

Commission’s website.  He has updated the list of Commissioners.  He has some additional ideas 

for the website.  Mr. Dey and Mr. Lambert will meet on further revisions.  Mr. Lambert 

suggested that the Commission should report on what the Borough has so far accomplished.  

Everyday environmental suggestions could be made to residents viewing this website.  Mr. Dey 

will look into how many “hits” the website receives from visitors. 

 

Sub-Committee for Flyers 

Mr. Resto felt that the Commission could give out a flyer at the Farmer’s Market.  Also, when 

the property tax bills are mailed, the Mayor’s letter will have a paragraph reminding people to 

thoroughly clean their jars and bottles before they are handed over for recycling.  Mr. Resto 

explained how the weight of the remaining food in the jars and cans slows down the MUA’s 

recycling process. 

 

Direct Install Breakfast 

Mr. Resto is working with Tony Britt to organize a Direct Install breakfast for the end of 

February. 

 

Plastic Bag Initiative 

Mr. Resto suggested the Commission approach Madison and Chatham Twp. to see if they would 

join in a group effort to ask area stores to reduce their distribution of  plastic shopping bags.  

Commissioners discussed drafting an ordinance banning plastic shopping bags.  Mr. Resto felt 

that for such an ordinance to be effective, Madison and Chatham Twp. should be on board.  Mr. 

Dey asked whether the Commission knew of the official position the area stores have on the 

recycling of plastic bags.  Mr. Lambert volunteered to take on that particular research. 

 

Inventory of Borough Easements 

Mr. Robinson reported that he has started looking at the Borough’s easements.  He is waiting to 

receive permission from the Borough Administration to access the files in the backroom. 

 

 

New Business 

Generation of a list of possible helpful correspondence 

Mrs. Murphy felt that communications between the Environmental Commission and the public 

could be improved.  Perhaps a newsletter could be created and sent to groups like the Kiwanis, 

the Rotary, the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, the school environmental clubs, etc.  After further 

discussion, Mrs. Murphy suggested organizing a list of contact names. The Commission could 
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then send out a mass e-mail.  Commissioners suggested Kathy Abbott may have the contact 

names for the different Girl Scout troops. 

 

Trail Cleanup e.g. Passaic River, Wuhala Woods, Milton Woods 

Mrs. Murphy noted that the Spring Clean-up Day in Chatham Borough is May 7th.  Council 

Member Resto pointed out that many of the volunteers on that date prefer to work in the 

downtown area of Chatham, rather than cleaning up along the Passaic River.  Commissioners felt 

the Boy Scouts would be good for the clean-up work on the riverbank.  They felt with all the trail 

clean-ups needed, as well as the riverbank cleaning, two clean-up dates should be planned.  Mr. 

Keating suggested serving hotdogs to the Scouts after the clean-up.  A resolution would be 

needed from the Borough Council approving these refreshments.  The Commission will continue 

discussion on the Clean-up event at their next meeting. 

 

Recycling Depot 

Mr. Murphy reported that the area around the depot bins is chronically muddy.  There are 

potholes.  He was hoping the area could be improved, creating an easier, safer way for residents 

to empty their tubs into the bins. 

 

Council Member Resto said he will talk with the Borough Engineer and the Department of 

Public Works regarding this issue.  He’ll e-mail his findings to Commissioners. 

 

At 9:32 p.m. the meeting adjourned. 

 

The next Environmental Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 

8:00 p.m., Room 212, Chatham Municipal Building. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Liz Holler 

Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

cc:  Mayor Bruce Harris  

 

 

 

 

 


