


CHATHAM BOROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
April 13, 2016							8:00 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairwoman Kate Murphy called this meeting of the Chatham Borough Environmental Commission to order at 8:00 p.m. in Room 212, middle level, Chatham Municipal Building.  Mrs. Murphy announced that all legal notices have been posted for this meeting.

	Name
	Present
	Absent

	Kate Murphy (Chair.)
	X
	

	John Tancredi
	X
	

	John Bitar
	
	X

	Ben Lampert
	X
	

	Brendan Keating
	
	X

	Carl Cappabianca
	
	X

	John Dey
	X
	

	Wolfgang Robinson
	
	X

	Billy Conlan
	
	X

	Council Member Len Resto
	X
	

	Kevin Murphy
	X
	




Public Comment
No one came forward.

Resolution #16-07
The meeting minutes of March 9, 2016 were approved as amended.

Correspondence
Chrmn. Murphy noted that two Green Challenges have been filled out and turned in by members of a Girl Scout troop visiting Borough Hall.  

Meeting minutes have been received from the Long Hill Township Environmental Commission.



Liaison Reports
Planning Board
Ms. Holler reported that the Board is currently listening to an application proposing construction of a multi-family apartment building at 16 River Road, within the new M-3 Gateway District.  The application will continue to the May 4th Board meeting.
 
Council Member Resto added that the Borough is looking into a establishing, in future years, a train stop on River Road.  NJ Transit is open to the idea and communicating with the Borough about this idea.  Possibly developers interested in the Gateway District may contribute towards this train stop.

Borough Council
Council Member Resto reported that the Borough Council approved Matt Piechnik’s proposed Eagle Scout Project.  Matt had given an excellent presentation of his project to the Mayor and Council.

Also, Council Member Resto stated that he had announced the Commission’s Clean-up Day, April 30th, at a recent Council Meeting.  He announced that volunteers would be welcome.

Council Member Resto reported that the Borough Council approved $6,000 towards the legal defense against Pilgrim Pipeline.  Comments offered by the public were well noted by the Borough Council.  There is a chance that the $6,000 towards legal defense may increase to $10,000 in the future.

Community Garden
Council Member Resto announced that the Garden will hold a Clean-up Day on Saturday, April 23rd.  The DPW will be providing bags for volunteers clearing the unwanted growth along the driveway leading to the Garden.

Boy Scouts
Mr. Tancredi reported that there are several Boy Scouts working on various projects around town.  He has signed off on Boy Scout Matt Piechnik’s Eagle Scout Project, naming the Environmental Commission as the Beneficiary of Matt’s project.  Mr. Tancredi estimated that Matt will receive official approval to start his project within two to three weeks.

Rain Garden
Mr. Cappabianca couldn’t attend tonight’s meeting; however, he will be sending a report on the Rain Garden in the near future.

Eco-Film Series
Chairmn. Murphy passed around posters advertising the upcoming Eco-Film “This Changes Everything”.  She asked Commissioners to distribute these posters around town.  The film is very timely with the current Pilgrim Pipeline situation.

Report on NJ League of Municipalities
Council Member Resto reported that the League is offering grants again for charging stations for electric cars.  The League is encouraging the use of electric cars.

Pilgrim Pipeline
Council Member Resto reported that there has been Pilgrim Pipeline activity in Bergen County.  Pilgrim Pipeline received permission from the County Executive to survey properties in Bergen County.  County Executive Tedesco neglected to notify the affected municipalities.  An uproar resulted.  The Bergen County Freeholders held a meeting about this matter.  Pilgrim Pipeline protestors are strongly urging the Freeholders to oppose the Pipeline.  Council Member Resto reminded Commissioners that the Pilgrim Pipeline is still very much alive and on the move.

Environmental Badge Award
Chrmn. Murphy reported that no nominations have been received. 

Status of Budget
Council Member Resto reported that the budget was finally adopted.  The Commission will received the amount that they had requested.

Explore Chatham
Mr. Dey has contacted Vince DeNave, the Zoning Official, asking who would have up-to-date maps of the trails.  Mr. Tancredi suggested Mr. Dey contact former intern Andrew Holloway.  There’s a good chance that Andrew may have the original maps.  Council Member Resto had former Commissioner Dick Plambeck’s e-mail.  Mr. Plambeck may have these maps too.  Mr. Dey will review the maps and see what revisions need to be made.

EC Website
Mr. Dey reported that the Commission’s meeting minutes are now up-to-date and in the correct location.  He and Mr. Lampert have inserted some helpful links on the Commission’s website.  Mr. Dey will work on obtaining helpful information on lawn care. 

Direct Install Breakfast
This has event has been postponed until May.

Plastic Bags
Mr. Lampert reported on his discussions with area supermarkets regarding their plastic grocery bag situation/recycling.  Mr. Lampert will create a spreadsheet giving his findings on the grocery bag situation in each store.  He will re-visit this topic at the next meeting.

Inventory of Borough Easements
Mr. Robinson was not present to give a report.

Joint Trail Projects with the City of Summit
Council Member Resto reported that Summit is looking into what grants to pursue.  Summit will let Council Member Resto know how many grants they will be applying for.

Trail Cleanup Day
Chrmn. Murphy confirmed with Commissioners that the Trail Cleanup will be held on Saturday, April 30th at Shepard Kollock Park, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Commissioners are asked to bring their own gloves and equipment to clean up debris.  Label your equipment with your name.  Mr. Murphy will touch base with Boy Scout Troop 28 for volunteers.  Mr. Dey will 
contact Borough Clerk Robin Kline to see if an announcement for Trail Cleanup could be put on the Borough website, or at least, tweeted.

Commissioners noted that the Borough’s Annual Spring Cleanup Day, focusing on the downtown, will be on Saturday, May 7th, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  For further information, residents should contact Janice Piccolo at Borough Hall.

Educating the Public of Medication Disposal
Council Member Resto offered to put together a pamphlet notifying the public that the Drug Enforcement Agency has a designated location in Chatham Township for correct medication disposal.  This pamphlet can be given out at the Chatham Farmer’s Market.

Additional Events to Note
Council Member Resto noted that there will be a Hazardous Waste Collection Day in October at Chatham High School.  He will send Commissioners more specific information on this event.

Chrmn. Murphy reminded Commissioners that a paper-shredding event will be held on Saturday morning, April 30th at the train station parking lot.  It will be a fundraiser for the Senior Center of the Chathams.

Chrmn. Murphy noted that Fishawack Day is Saturday, June 11th.  Volunteers are needed to staff the Commission’s table.  Mr. Tancredi offered to set up his mini-tent for the table. 

The Chatham Health Fair will be held on Saturday, September 10th.  Council Member Fife and Janice Piccolo are organizing this event.

Chrmn. Murphy will look into attending a Sustainable Jersey workshop on June 15th at the College of New Jersey.  Three different classes will be available.

At 9:15 p.m. the meeting adjourned.

The next Environmental Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 11, 2016, 8:00 p.m., Room 212, Middle Level, Chatham Municipal Building.

Respectfully submitted:



Liz Holler
Recording Secretary
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