


CHATHAM BOROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
June 8, 2016							8:00 p.m.

Chairwoman Kate Murphy called this meeting of the Chatham Borough Environmental Commission to order at 8:00 p.m. in Room 212, middle level, Chatham Municipal Building.  Mrs. Murphy announced that all legal notices have been posted for this meeting.

	Name
	Present
	Absent

	Kate Murphy (Chair.)
	X
	

	John Tancredi
	X
	

	John Bitar
	
	X

	Ben Lampert
	X
	

	Brendan Keating
	X
	

	Carl Cappabianca
	X
	

	John Dey
	
	X

	Wolfgang Robinson
	
	X

	Billy Conlan
	
	X

	Council Member Len Resto
	X
	

	Kevin Murphy
	X
	




Public Comment
No one came forward.

Resolution #16-08
The minutes of the Environmental Commission meeting for April 13, 2016 were approved as amended.  Mr. Tancredi abstained from voting on these minutes because he was absent from this meeting. 

Resolution #16-09
The minutes of the Environmental Commission meeting for May 11, 2016 were approved.

Correspondence
Chrmn. Murphy reported that a purchase order was received for all the clean-up work that Commissioners did at Shepard Kollock Park.  Council Member Resto explained that the Borough gave $350 to the Commission for their clean-up work.  The $350 can be used for one of the Commission’s projects.

Chrmn. Murphy reported that Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Certifications have been received from the Morris County Soil Conservation District regarding two Borough properties; 64 Hedges Ave. and the Compost Facility Storage at Block 140, Lot 13.

Also received was information on farming from the Warren County Soil Conservation District.

Mr. Tancredi noted that ANJEC recently sent out an e-mail announcing a presentation on September 30th:  “Responding to Climate Change Locally”.  This event is open to all Environmental Commissions in the State of New Jersey.

Chrmn. Murphy announced that Sustainable Jersey is holding their 2016 New Jersey Sustainability Summit on June 15, 2016, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the College of New Jersey in Ewing NJ.

Liaison Reports
Borough Council
Council Member Resto said he will discuss the Trail Grant when Pending Business is covered later on the agenda.

Community Gardens
Council Member Resto reported that a meeting was held the previous evening.  There are 4 Borough vacancies on the Committee and the Committee is seeking volunteers.  He also reported that every plot has been taken.  Improving the driveway leading up to the gardens still needs to be done. 

Boy Scouts
Jackson Ave./Kelley’s Pond/Eagle Projects
Mr. Tancredi reported that he had met recently with Scout Matt Piechnik at Kelley’s Pond.  They walked the trail leading from Jackson Ave. to Kelley’s Pond.  Matt has completed his Eagle Project for this trail.  Matt did an excellent job improving the trail with railroad ties and French drains.  At the top of the trail, Mr. Tancredi noted some aging drainage pipes remained and weren’t working well.  Perhaps a French drain could be done as a Troop project in the future.

Also, in the area of Kelley’s Pond, the bat houses installed recently by Eagle Scout Griffin Kenny are doing well.  Mr. Tancredi and Matt also looked at Eagle Scout Brian Goldstein’s nature classroom in Milton woods.

Commissioners discussed the current condition of Kelley’s Pond.  Council Member Resto informed the Commission members that dredging work is seriously needed for the pond.  The Borough Attorney has advised that permits from the DEP would probably have to be obtained for this dredging project.

Mr. Tancredi reported that another Eagle Scout project is being proposed to build picnic tables and single benches at Kelley’s Pond.

Mr. Tancredi urged Commissioners to jot down any future environmental-related jobs that Scouts could undertake as Eagle Projects.

Rain Garden
Mr. Cappabianca reported that many people recently helped with spreading mulch for the Rain Garden.  Some shrubbery will be planted along the wall of the Memorial Park bath house.  These shrubs are included in the Commission’s budget.  A green path will be created within the next 3 or 4 weeks.

Eco Film Series
Chrmn. Murphy reported that Minati O’Connell has approached her with the idea of showing five health-related films to the public.   Commissioners discussed the expenses that would be involved in showing these films.  Ms. O’Connell would like the films to be shown in one of the local gyms.  Commissioners questioned the number of attendees who would actually turn out for these films.  Mr. Keating pointed out that a workable sound system needed for these films is not available.  Chrmn. Murphy will touch base with Ms. O’Connell again.

Planning Board Liaison Report
Ms. Holler reported that the Planning Board had recently listened to a Capital Review Project proposed by the School District of the Chathams.  Additional parking was being proposed for Washington Ave. School for more staff parking.
A number of residents, living close to the school, attended the hearing and seriously questioned the proposals.  The Planning Board listened to both the residents and the School District.  The Board will be voting on a Resolution giving their recommendations for this project.

League of Municipalities
Council Member Resto had nothing really new to report in this area.

Pilgrim Pipeline
Council Member Resto reported that he had testified at a hearing in Chester NJ at  the Highlands Commission Headquarters.  The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is looking to relax standards to allow for additional septic tanks in the Highlands.  This relaxation would allow for more development to occur.  Council Member Resto’s testimony stated that if this relaxation were to happen, conditions would then be ripe for Pilgrim Pipeline to install their pipes.  Council Member Resto believed that at least 200 people were present at this Highlands hearing.  Eighty people gave comments at the microphone.  The DEP received quite an earful of feedback.

Council Member Resto also reported that the Municipal Pipeline Group is getting prepared for when Pilgrim Pipeline applies for their permits.

Mr. Keating said, for those interesting in helping, they should go to StopPilgrimPipeLine.com and click the link to donate towards the Environmental Impact Study that needs to be done.  $30,000 is needed to pay for this study.  Mr. Keating and others will be working on a future fundraiser for the Environmental Impact Study.

Pending Business
Trail Grant
[bookmark: _GoBack]Council Member Resto reported that the Morris County Park Commission has $700,000 in grants that will be given to Morris County towns for the building of trails within Morris County.  In order to be eligible, these trails should be “shovel ready”.   Council Member Resto discussed phase one of a possible trail to run from Shepard Kollock Park to Tallmadge Avenue.  The invasive species would have to be removed. Timber logs could be installed to deal with the overflow from the Passaic River.  Council Member Resto noted that the Letter of Intent for the grant doesn’t need to be sent in until July 29th.  The actual application and grant material isn’t due until September 1st.  Council Member Resto stated that Mayor Harris wanted to make sure that the Environmental Commission was all on board about applying for this grant.

Mr. Tancredi felt there wouldn’t be enough money in the grant to remove all of the invasive species in this section.  Some Commissioners weren’t sure whether this particular trail would be suitable for either bicycles or for the handicapped.  Maybe the trail should be only for foot pedestrians.  Perhaps a separate trail could be created for bicycles.  

Regarding cleaning the invasive species for the trails, Mr. Tancredi recommended that professional landscape workers clear the invasive species.   Council Member Resto noted that Mr. DeNave, the Borough Engineer, estimated that this type of clearing would cost $80,000.  After further discussion, Council Member Resto agreed to just keep the trail for foot pedestrians.  The Commission could apply for $80,000 or $90,000 if the Borough Council gives their go ahead.  Commissioners gave their support in applying for this grant.  Council Member Resto will then present Phase One of the Trail Grant at the Borough Council Meeting this Monday night.

Fishawack Festival
Commissioners decided not to participate in the Festival this year.  They will focus on setting up a table at one or more of the Farmer’s Market this summer.

Explore Chatham
Chrmn. Murphy said she has received a progress report e-mail from Billy Conlan.  Mr. Conlan has now created a blog for Explore Chatham.  He will be adding photos and directions.  QR codes will be added from an online generator.

Commission Website
Mr. Lampert had no update at this time.

Sub-Committee for Flyer of Recycling Tips
Mr. Murphy showed the Commission the three hand-outs to educate the public on correct re-cycling.  These hand-outs could be given out at the Commission’s table at the Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Murphy pointed out that the recycling information on the Borough website is very informative.

Direct Install Breakfast
Council Member Resto is working with Tony Britt on this event.  Council Member Resto is waiting for Mrs. Piccolo’s information on the installer to speak at the breakfast.

Plastic Bag Initiative 
Mr. Lampert reported that he’s working on this matter.


Educating the Public about medication disposal
Council Member Resto noted that Chatham Township currently has a disposal bin sponsored by the DEA.   Mr. Murphy volunteered to create a brochure informing residents about this bin.  It can be distributed at the Commission’s table at the 
Farmers Market.

Sustainability Fair/Wellness in September
Council Member Resto noted that Janice Piccolo and Council Member Fife are the organizers for this event.  The Commission will be participating.  Chrmn. Murphy reported that Steve Carroll has e-mailed her, asking if he could be involved in this event.

At 9:17 p.m. the meeting adjourned.

The next Environmental Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday July 13, 2016, 8:00 p.m., Room 212, middle level, Chatham Municipal Building.

Respectfully submitted:



Liz Holler
Recording Secretary









cc:  Mayor Bruce Harris
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