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CHATHAM BOROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

July 8, 2015       8:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

Chairman Len Resto called this Environmental Commission meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in 

Room 212, middle level, Chatham Municipal Building.  Mr. Resto read aloud the Statement for 

Adequate Notice for this meeting 

 

Name Present Absent 

Len Resto, Chrmn. X  

John Tancredi  X 

Dick Plambeck X  

Carl Cappabianca  X 

Ben Lampert X – arrived 8:25 p.m.  

Brendan Keating X – arrived 8:05 p.m.  

Kate Murphy X  

John Bitar  X 

Council Member Kass  X 

Liz Holler, Rec. Sec. x  

 

At the beginning of the meeting, a legal quorum was not present. 

 

Public Comment 

No one came forward. 

 

Liaison Reports 

Planning Board 

Ms. Holler had nothing new to report. 

 

Borough Council 

Council Member Kass was not present to give a report. 

 

Community Gardens 

Mr. Plambeck reported that the excess from the Community Garden is going very well.  Pete 

Nietsche of Rutgers did a walk-through recently and was very impressed.  Surplus food is being 

sent to the Food Pantry so that fresh vegetables can be made available to those in need.  There 

have been enough plots for those who wanted them. 

 

Boy Scouts 

Mr. Tancredi was not present to give an update on Eagle Scout projects.  Mr. Plambeck 

continues to help with merit badge counseling. 

 

Pilgrim Pipeline 

Mr. Keating reported that a Community Mapping session was taking place at the Library on 

Monday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the first floor conference room  The Pipeline Committee will be 
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using Google maps  to pinpoint where churches, schools, historic places, are located along the 

proposed pipeline route.   

 

Also, Commissioners agreed that it was a good idea to send PSE & G a letter thanking them for 

their past efforts in not granting Pilgrim a right of way and to hold firm in their stance.  This is 

especially important now, according to Mr. Keating, as the DEIS study is nearing completion.  

Mr. Resto volunteered to draft and send the letter. 

 

Mr. Keating brought up the possibility of the Pipeline Committee and the Environmental 

Commission sharing a table, at least a couple of times, at the Chatham Farmer’s Market this 

summer.  Commissioners approved of this idea.   

 

Rain Garden 

Commissioners noted that Mr. Cappabianca has been doing a good job with the weeding.  Mr. 

Cappabianca has reported that discarded beach chairs and umbrellas, for some reason, have 

ended up in the Rain Garden.  He’ll talk with Mrs. Nauta about this situation when he returns 

from his business trip. 

 

Fishawack Day in Retrospect 

Mrs. Murphy reported that the Commission’s table was successful.  Some more Green 

Challenges were filled out.  Two ladies expressed a possible interest in joining the Commission.  

Mr. Resto will be contacting these two individuals. 

 

Pending Business 

Direct Install 

Mr. Resto indicated that he has been in touch with Tony Britt about contacting an energy audit 

vendor to obtain several dates of when a breakfast meeting could be held.  An effort will be 

made to line up the Mayor or Council President to attend this breakfast meeting.  Hopefully all of 

this will be accomplished before the summer ends.   

 

Wellness Fair 

Mr. Resto noted that the Fair will tentatively be taking place on Saturday, September 19
th

.   

Council Member Fife is coordinating the Fair.  Several past Green Fair vendors have already 

inquired about possibly participating. 

 

Pervious Land Coverage 

Mr. Resto will continue to look into this issue.  He will be looking through the Borough Land 

Use ordinance to determine what has been said about this type of coverage. 

 

Sustainable Jersey 

Mr. Resto indicated that the Borough was in a waiting period, seeing whether Sustainable Jersey 

accepts our submissions, or whether additional work is needed. 

 

Environmentally Friendly Recognition Award 

Mrs. Murphy recalled that Commissioners had felt that maybe lawn signs, instead of badges, 

could be an alternative award for residents. 
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Kelley’s Pond 

Mr. Resto discussed an anonymous phone call he had received from a Borough employee about 

having Kelley’s Pond  de-snagged or dredged.  The caller said the matter had been budgeted, 

however the monies were put towards other projects.  Mr. Resto will talk to Mr. DeNave, the 

Borough Engineer, and Bob Falzarano, the Borough Administrator, about this matter.  Perhaps a 

depth charge could at least be taken in the pond. 

 

Recycling Reminders 

Mr. Resto discussed having a flyer distributed at the Farmer’s Market, reminding residents not to 

mix their garbage with their recyclables.  Mr. Plambeck discussed the problem of the glass 

bottles and jars being broken and jamming the MCMUA machinery when they were doing the 

recycling.   

 

At this point in the meeting a legal quorum of Commissioners was present. 

 

Resolution #15-10:  Resolution to Adopt Meeting Minutes 

The meeting minutes of June 10, 2015 were approved as amended.  Mr. Keating and Mr. Resto 

abstained from voting because they were absent from this meeting. 

 

New Business 

Explore Chatham 

Mr. Resto reported that the local realty community has expressed an interest in the Explore 

Chatham walks.  Perhaps Explore Chatham maps could be inserted into the real estate packets.  

Mr. Plambeck noted that the maps could be printed off the website.  He also reported that there 

were no new walks planned. 

 

ERI Update 

Mr. Plambeck indicated that he will update the ERI as best as he could before he moves out of 

Chatham. 

 

Commission’s Website 

Mr. Resto asked for a volunteer to review the Environmental Commission website and to suggest 

any possible upgrades.  Mr. Lampert volunteered to undertake this project. 

 

At 8:55 p.m. the meeting adjourned. 

 

The Commission meeting scheduled for August 12, 2015, 8 p.m., has been cancelled. 

 

The next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 9, 2015, 8:00 p.m., Room 

212, Chatham Municipal Building. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Liz Holler 

Recording Secretary 


