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What is stormwater runoff? 
Stormwater runoff is the water that 
runs over and off the land during a 
rainstorm or snowmelt, rather than 

soaking in. 

What's the problem? 
As stormwater runs over streets, parking lots, and 

lawns it can pick up and carry many kinds of materials 
that get washed into nearby streams and lakes. Th is 

leads to stormwater pollution! 

Where do these 
pollutants come from? 

Storm water picks up 
contaminants that come 
from all of us-

Fertil izers 

Pesticides 


• 	 Bacteria from pet waste 
Eroded soil 
Road salt 

• 	 Grass cl ippings 
• Litter 
Just to name a few! 
These pollutants wash into 
ditches & down storm 
drains, and end up in local 
waterways. 

~,(i~. ~ 	 ?:. 1I~ ' , " ,4ft, Introdu.ctiOJ~ to~ain gardens are a beautiful -"-\ 

~ and beneficial additjon to any 

landscape. By capturing rain 


water, they help to reduce 

stormwater pollution and 


protect local streams, lakes, and 
 :Itil ~ II\, ~ til r deV\,s,
rivers. 

BUILD A RAIN GARDEN OF YOUR OWN! 

Photo of Cl demonstrat ion fuin garden <:H the- Gloucester County Govern­

mt:'nt Servi c~s Buiiding in Clayton, NJ 18 months afte r p lanting. 


For more Information andtechlncal assistance, contact: 

Christopher Obropta, Ph.D., P.E. 

Extension Specialist. Cooperative Extension 


Water Resources Program 

(732) 932-9800, ext. 6209 


-or-

Your Cooperativ(> ExtenSion 


County Agent by v isiting: 
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W niAt ~s Cl ~~V'v c::; C! n~eV'v? 

I'i" 9"''''''' ." wh,,, fern< ...,'" jU...""" 
,,~tnt gl-tti:tr ~ t ne grol-t~ . SLIi\o\:pltj pl-tt, ~tV'.-

0&!r~eV\S "re g"r~tV\S t l-1"t ~re sptc~ftc.a LL1:1 oles~V\.te( 
t o sO"R. K"P r&l~V'.- W&lttr, VIoI.&I~V\.l1::J frOIM. roofs, but &l Lso 
fyOIM. t;lvtvew&I !::1s a~ "pattos. R.t:I~1I\. 0"rc(ev.s Look!, 
Wu reguLar ftower 0aroltlll.5 but tl-1t l::J elYe IM.Ore. 
~tll\. Lt: r&lLV\.S, &I rt:Itll\. g~rolell\. fULs wttn " few 
t\I\.C~es of water a....01 aLlows tnt Welter to sLowLtj f tLt er 
tv.to t\l1! grol-t~ r&lther t lo1 &1V\. YuV\.V'.-L~ off to t lo1e 

stOYV\ll. til yaLIII.5. cow.:payeol t o " "patch of L"wlI\., a yaLV'.­
g&lrettV\. &l LLows &lbout 30fo lM.Oye water to soaR. tV'.-to 
t l1e grol-t~ I Tht!:' also &loIet be&lut!j t o V'.ttghbornoocts 
,,\1\.01 provtole w~LoI LLft ltlabLt &lt! 

~LC1~ 
Choosing a Spot 

Rain gardens can be designed to catch 
water from a roof or even a driveway. 
When choosing a location for your gar­
den, pick an area that is relatively flat or 
that has a slight slope. Ktrep the fallow­
ing considerations in mind: 

Rain gardens are NOT a solution to wei 
areas! The garden must have good 
drainage so thai Water can 50ak in wilh ,n 
24 hours after a rainfall . This will also 
prevenT your gardan from becoming a 
mosqwlo haven f 

The garden should be at least 10 feet 
away from tile 110USA. 

The garden should receive full Befo re you dig call 
or partial sunllgl1t The NJ One Call Hotline 

(1 -800-272-1000) 

system. to locate underground 
utility lines! 

Avoid 1116 area oller a septic 

The garden must Include an 
overllow outlet that wililrans­
port excess rainfall 10 a proper 
location (nol your neighbors 
lawn!) 

(v-e-pCl v-e 	 ~~ L C1 V'.-t 

}row ~~" 
The size of your garden will 

depend upon 3 main factors : 


1. 	 The size of the drainage area. 
2. 	 The type of soils on the site. 
3. 	 The depth of the garden. 

A typical residential rain garden 

required on the uphill side. Use 
extra SO il to bUild a berm on 
the downhill side. 

• 	 The bottom of the garden 
must be flat & level. 

• 	 Don't forget to make an 
overflow for heavy rain eventsl 

ranges from 1 00 to 300 square feel. 
Call Cornell Cooperative Extension 

for assistance in calculating the 
dimensions of your garden. 

Ready to Dig? 

• 	 Use string to ouliine the shape of 
your garden. 

• On a slope, more digging will be 

Plant Selection 

Choose plants thai have a variety of he ights , 
textures, and bloom times. It is Important to 
select plants !/1at can tolerate both wet and 
dry conditions, and that are suited to the sunl 
shade exposure of your garden. 

http:oles~V\.te

