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Initiative History

Residents from Chatham Borough and surrounding towns
formed a coalition to look at single use plastics

Participants from 11 communities actively seeking a
regional approach

100 + attended regional meeting in Madison in May
Since then, outreach to local residents and businesses

Seeking a consistent, regional approach that reflects
lessons from other efforts




Facts About Single-Use Plastics

Americans use 100 billion plastic bags per year billion
The average family uses 1,500

14 plastic bags = gas required to drive one mile

80% of ocean plastic pollution enters the ocean from land
100,000 marine animals are killed by plastics annually

1/3 of leatherback sea turtles have been found with plastic
In their stomachs

Plastic bags are used an average of 12 minutes

Mi croplastics have been found Il n
pristine rivers and creeks, including the upper
Raritan and Passaic
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Newly released study documents presence of nearly invisible plastic
particles along stretch of river, particularly downstream of wastewater
treatment plants

You eat thousands of bits of plastic
every year

Uncharted Waters: Setting New Standards

“You can actually see little shreds of plastic in this jar”



Plastics and recycling

Many plastics not accepted for curbside recycling
1% of plastic bags returned for recycling

Recycling a ton of plastic bags costs $4,000;
recycled product is worth for $32

Contamination of recycling with bags and other
non-recyclable plastic:

u Costs taxpayers money
u Endangers employees at sorting center

u Leads to recyclable material being thrown out
(sometimes after transportation to Asia)







Plastics Ordinances- Benefits

Reduced onetime bag use by 95% (LA county)

Reduced plastic bag litter in storm drain system by 89%
(San Jose)

Increased reusable bags use from 4% to 62% (San Jose)
Reduced plastic grocery bag use by 50% (Chicago)
Tripled number of people who didn't use bags (Chicago)




Plastics Ordinanceso Potential negatives

v Increase in use of small plastic bags- trash or pet pickup

v Greater use of paper bags or other bags with
environmental impacts

v Thinner bags simply replaced by thicker plastic bags which
are rarely re -used

All of these can be mitigated with a well crafted ordinance



New Jersey Regulatory Environment

2018: Governor vetoes fee on plastic bags

2019: S.2776 & A.4330 introduced to ban plastic
bags, plastic straws and polystyrene food packaging.
10-cent fee on paper bags added in committee.
Legislation stalled

Over 50 New Jersey municipalities have passed
ordinances related to plastics pollution (covering
bags, straws, balloons, and Styrofoam)
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Assessing Local Opinion

On-line survey of residents
Reaching out to businesses via e mail and visits
Full result s of residential survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM -
FS25K5HPV/

A Recommend elected officials peruse the full results/
comments

Business survey still in progress


https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-FS25K5HPV/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-FS25K5HPV/
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If you tend to rely on single -use bags, what prevents
you from choosing to use reusable bags? Check all

that apply. (Chatham Borough Residents)

Reusable bags are too expensive 4.85%
| forget to take them with me - | leave them in the

car 34.33%
| forget to take them with me - | leave them in my

home 39.93%
| am concerned about the cleanliness of reusable bags 11.94%
Not a problem - | use reusable bags 38.06%
Other (please specify) 11.57%




Are you concerned about the impact of plastic waste on

the environment? (Chatham Borough Residents)
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What measures would you like to see implemented

to reduce single use plastics in the environment?

(Chatham Borough Residents)

Would not
Would support Not sure support
Prohibit single use plastic bags for 73Y% 197 11% 29 16Y% 44
groceries and other shopping
Prohibit use of Styrofoam food containers 90Y 245 6Y 17 3Y
for carryout food
Restrict other plastic items, such as 79Y 214 8Y 23
plastic straws and stirrers
Encourage stores/restaurants to use 93Y 252 49 12
recyclable/sustainable products
Require a fee for plastic bags at the store 729 195 9y 24
Require a fee for paper bags at the store 37Y% 99 22Y 60




Recommendations

Prohibit single -use plastic bags (carefully defined)
Mandatory fee for other bags

Exempt SNAP recipients

Shopkeeper retains revenue from fee

Continue to study other plastics (straws, Styrofoam,
etc.)

Implementation period of 6 -9 months



Next Steps

Presenting findings / conclusions to Chatham Township
and Madison this month

Draft ordinance will be presented to the 3 communities
in July

Implementation period of 6 -9 months
Expand to other communities



Information Sources

Per capita single use plastic bag consumption in USA - 1 per day
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/05/plastics  -facts-infographics-ocean-pollution/

Per capita single use plastic bag consumption in New Jersey  d4.4. billion
https://nj1015.com/new -plan-ban-plastic -bags-paper-bags-completely -from -nj-stores/

https://www.njlcv.org/plastic

Plastic in the Passaic and Raritan Rivers

https://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/land -environment/2018/05/29/plastic  -pollution -
raritan -passaicrivers/644450002/

https://www.greatswamp.org/blog/the  -impact-of-plastics-on-the -passaicriver/

https://news.rutgers.edu/plastic  -pollution -plagues-raritan -and-passaicrivers/20180525#.XT8zAOhKg2w

Number of plastic bags consumed per year in the US (14 billion), amount recycled (1 percent), and
oil required to manufacture (12 million barrels):

http://www.wmnorthwest.com/quidelines/plasticvspaper.htm
https://www.nrdc.org/media/2008/080109
Resource costs of manufacturing and disposing of plastic bags and impact on marine life.

https://www.sprep.org/attachments/Publications/FactSheet/plasticbags.pdf

Average length of use of plastic bags (12 minutes)

heet%20

https://environmentmassachusetts.org/sites/environment/files/reports/Bag%20Ban%20Fact%
0.pdf
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Questions?




