
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance #25-20 was introduced and passed on first reading by the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Chatham at its regular meeting held on November 24, 2025; and 

The Ordinance will be further considered for second reading and final passage at the meeting of the Mayor 
and Council of the Borough of Chatham scheduled for December 8, 2025 at 6:30 pm, at Borough Hall, 54 
Fairmount Avenue, Chatham, NJ, at which time and place all interested persons will be given the 
opportunity to be heard concerning this Ordinance.  This Ordinance, as amended is available for public 
review at www.chathamborough.org and may be obtained from the Borough Clerk’s office upon request. 

 
BOROUGH OF CHATHAM 

ORDINANCE #25-20 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF CHATHAM, IN 
THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 267 “WATER,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
CHATHAM TO AMEND THE FEES CHARGED FOR VARIOUS SERVICES AND TO MAKE 
OTHER TECHNICAL REVISIONS 

WHEREAS, Chapter 267 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham, entitled “Water,” establishes 
rules and regulations for the management of the Borough’s water system; and  

WHEREAS, various sections of Chapter 267 of the Borough Code address fees for various services 
provided by the Borough in relation to its water system; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough annually adopts a fee schedule to set rates for permits, fees, applications, 
and miscellaneous services of the Borough; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council believes that it is necessary and appropriate to adjust the 
foregoing fees from time-to-time in order to more accurately reflect the expense to the Borough for 
providing this service, and believes that the annual fee schedule is an appropriate mechanism in which to 
do so; and 

WHEREAS, in a review of Chapter 267, additional revisions have been recommended by the 
Borough Administration for the more effective operations of the Borough’s water system, and are 
incorporated herein 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of Chatham Borough, in 
the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows:  
Section 1: 
Section 267-1 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 
underline]: 

§267-1 Application for water connection; fee. 
No water connection shall be made except based on an application filed at the Borough Hall. All 
applications must be accompanied by a fee in the minimum amount of $40 or such greater amount as 
may be established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by resolution, which 
shall be publicly available upon request. 

Section 2: 
Section 267-2 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 
underline]: 
§ 267-2 Charges for nonmetered water service. 
Where nonmetered water service is authorized in connection with construction work or otherwise, the 
same shall be billed at the following rates: 

A. Residential: Application permit fee of $150 and monthly charge of $30, or such greater amounts 
as may be established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by resolution, 
which shall be publicly available upon request. 

B. Commercial or industrial: Application permit fee of $300 plus a monthly charge of $100, or such 
greater amounts as may be established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted 
by resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request. 
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C. Swimming pool from hydrant: such use is prohibited. 
D. All temporary services must be equipped with a backflow preventer and kept from freezing. 

Section 3: 
Section 267-3 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 
underline, deletions by strikethrough]: 
§ 267-3 Fees for permanent water connections. 

The Mayor and Borough Council, by resolution, may establish, from time to time, tapping fees payable 
for tapping onto the main water line for permanent connections, new construction, and any upgrades in 
size of service, along with other ancillary fees and charges, as follows: 

A. For a size between 3/4 inch and one inch, tapping fees shall include materials and labor. 
Upgrades to a water service will be charged as new tap fee to the resident. The resident receives 
a street opening permit, excavates, and backfills. The required meter must be purchased directly 
through the Borough.  

B. For a size between 1°1/2 inches and two inches, the resident shall obtain necessary permits, 
furnish purchase a water meter as directed by the Chatham Water Department, excavate, and 
backfill. The resident has the option of purchasing must purchase the water meter from the 
Borough. The Borough is only supplying the tap, saddle, and corporation. The Borough will not 
supply the copper line, curb stop, and curb box. 

C. For a size between three inches and eight inches, all work may be completed by the resident or 
a builder with permits obtained from, and necessary fees paid to, the Borough. The resident or 
builder Borough supplies all material, including the water meter as directed by the Chatham 
Water Department, and the resident or contractor performs all work, including excavation and 
backfilling. All work performed shall be inspected by a Borough representative. Additional fees 
relating to the supervision and inspection of all such work may also be charged. 

D. Additional fees may be charged by the Borough for the supervision of all main work, whether 
such work is new work, repair work, or replacement work, and pressure tests. Said fees may be 
charged on a per-day or per-hour basis, depending on the scope of the work. 

E. Additional fees may be charged by the Borough for the inspection of all main and service line 
construction, whether such work is new work, repair work, or replacement work. Said fees may 
be charged on a per-day or per-hour basis, depending on the scope of the work. 

Section 4: 
Section 267-4 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 
underline]: 

§ 267-4 Inspection of sewer lateral required; fee. 
After any sewer lateral has been laid in an open trench, it must be inspected by an authorized agent 
before any attempt to close the trench, and the fee for this inspection will be a minimum amount of $35, 
or such greater amount as may be established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule 
adopted by resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request.  Said fee shall be payable before 
the inspection. 

Section 5: 
Section 267-5 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by underline, 
deletions by strikethrough]: 

§ 267-5. Testing and replacement of water meters; right of entry; charges for water meters. 
A. The Borough reserves a right of entry upon reasonable notice to test and replace all meters during 

normal business hours. 
B. For testing a meter at a customer’s request for service size connections of 3/4 inch and one inch, 

a fee in the minimum amount of $25, or such greater amount as may be established by the 
Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by resolution, which shall be publicly 
available upon request, shall be charged. The fee is subject to refund if the meter is found to have 
an error in excess of 2%. All service size connections of 1 1/2 inches and larger require that the 



meter be tested by a private vendor, with such fees to be paid directly from the customer to the 
private vendor.  

C. In replacing water meters which have become frozen or otherwise damaged by other than normal 
wear and tear, the fee for this service shall be in the minimum amount of $20 or such greater 
amount as may be established  by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by 
resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request, plus the lesser of the cost of the parts 
required or a new meter. 

D. The owner shall be responsible for providing reasonable access to the meter, which shall include 
at least six inches of space at the top and bottom, 10 inches on each side and 24 inches to the 
front. 

E. Charges for water meters.  
(1) The following charges will be assessed for the cost of the water meters installed for any 

permanent water connections of the following service sizes: 
(a) Three-fourths inch: $200 The current going market price, plus an application fee, as 

shall established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by 
resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request; 

(b) One inch: $275 The current going market price, plus an application fee, as shall be 
established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by resolution, 
which shall be publicly available upon request; 

(c) One and one-half inches or larger: The current going market price, plus an application 
fee, as shall be established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted 
by resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request; 

(2) If the meter is damaged by freezing or any other natural cause or negligent act by the resident 
or other individual who is an invitee or licensee of the resident, the full cost of the meter 
shall be paid to the Borough. The full cost of the meter and wall mount antenna shall also 
be paid to the Borough for any new construction or rebuilding of a home. 

(3) The charges in this subsection are subject to modification by resolution of the Mayor and 
Borough Council upon application by the Chatham Water Department, which shall be based 
upon a reasonable showing of going market rate price fluctuations. 

Section 6: 
Section 267-7 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by underline, 
deletions by strikethrough]: 

§ 267-7. Temporary discontinuance; fee.  
Application for turning water on or off at any location shall be made at the Borough Hall. Water 
service shall only be turned off by an authorized Borough employee. No fee shall be charged for 
turning the water off on, but the fee for turning water service on again off shall be as follows: A 
minimum amount of $35 during business hours; a minimum amount of $70 after business hours; or 
such greater amounts as may be established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted 
by resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request. 

Section 7: 
Section 267-8 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 
underline]: 

§ 267-8. Permit to open state and county highways and Borough roadways. 
A. The state and county highways within the Borough of Chatham are as follows: Main Street, 

Fairmount Avenue, Passaic Avenue and Watchung Avenue. 
B. A permit to open a state or county highway must be obtained from the proper authorities by the 

applicant before any part of the work in connection therewith is commenced by the Water 
Utility. 

C.     Borough roadway permits must be obtained through the Borough, with applicable fees to be 
established by the Borough Council in the annual fee schedule adopted by resolution, which 
shall be publicly available upon request. 



 
Section 8: 
Section 267-11 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 
underline, deletions by strikethrough]: 

§ 267-11. Minimum charges; exception.  
A. The following minimum charges shall be payable per quarter in the minimum amounts set forth 

herein, or in such greater amounts as may be established by the Borough Council in the annual 
fee schedule adopted by resolution, which shall be publicly available upon request: 
Size of Meter (inches) Charge per Quarter 

R01 3/4 $18 

R02 1 $45 

R03 1 1/2 $90 

R04 2 $135 

R05 3 $225 

R06 4 $315 

R07 5 $405 

R08 6 $495 
  

B. Irrigation meters connected solely to outdoor irrigation systems are excepted from charge under 
this Chapter 267, Water, Article II, Water Rates § 267-11A. 

Section 9: 
All other provisions of Chapter 267 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham not amended or replaced herein 
shall remain in full force and effect.  
Section 10: 
If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such 
adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision so adjudged and 
the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
Section 11: 
Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions. All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed, but only however, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being 
the legislative intent that all ordinances or part of ordinances now existing or in effect unless the same being 
conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect. 
Section 12: 
Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the Borough of Chatham as though codified 
and fully set forth therein.  The Borough Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the 
official copies of the Code.  The Borough Clerk and the Borough Attorney are authorized and directed to 
change any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the Borough of Chatham in the event 
that the codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing 
Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended 
to be repealed. 
Section 13: 

This law shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by law. 

Vanessa L. Nienhouse, RMC, CMC 
Municipal Clerk 

Borough of Chatham 


