
 

  BOROUGH OF CHATHAM 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that Ordinance #25-18 was adopted on its second reading by the 

Council of the Borough of Chatham, at a regular meeting held on December 8, 2025, at 6:30pm, in 

Borough Hall, 54 Fairmount Avenue, Chatham, New Jersey. 
 

ORDINANCE #25-18 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF CHATHAM, 

IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 267 “WATER,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF CHATHAM TO AMEND THE REGULATIONS FOR THE 

MANDATORY REPLACEMENT OF LEAD AND GALVANIZED SERVICE LINES 

WHEREAS, in 2021, the New Jersey Legislature adopted the Lead Service Line Replacement 

Law, N.J.S.A. 58:12A-40 et seq. (P.L. 2021, c. 183), to mandate the replacement of all lead water 

service lines within 10 years, including those on private property; and, 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the Lead Service Line Replacement Law, in 2023 the Borough’s 

Governing Body adopted Ordinance #23-11, which established in §267-23(A) of the Borough Code 

that property owners may access the Borough’s Lead Service Line Replacement Program (“Program”), 

in which the Borough handles the replacement of a lead line on the property, and the property owner 

has up to five years to pay back the cost of the replacement, with legal interest waived by the Borough; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Lead Service Line Replacement Law and N.J.S.A. 40:56-1 et seq. provide 

remedies available to the Borough to address participants in the Program who are delinquent in paying 

the amounts due to the Borough under the Program; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to formally establish these remedies within §267-23(A) of 

the Borough Code so as to provide property owners notice of how delinquent payments will be 

handled. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of Chatham Borough, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

Section 1: 

Section 267-23 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham is hereby amended as follows [additions by 

underline]: 

§ 267-23 Methods of replacement of lead service line. 

The owner of a dwelling, building, or structure shall replace a lead service line by either of the 

following methods: 

A. Registering for the Borough's Lead Service Line Replacement Program within 180 days after 

the effective date of this article and authorizing the Borough's designated contractor access to 

the subject property to conduct the replacement. The owner shall execute any necessary 

documents supplied by the Borough and/or its contractor allowing for access to the subject 

property in order to verify whether a lead service line is present on the property, under such 

terms and conditions as the Borough may determine. If the service line is found to be lead or 

galvanized, the Borough will replace the service line and the owner will be assessed the cost 

of the replacement of the lead or galvanized service line. The cost of such replacement will be 

paid by the owner to the Borough, either at one time or over a period not to exceed five years 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:56-35, with legal interest thereon waived by the Borough.  In the event 

that any installment shall remain the unpaid for 30 days after the time in which the same shall 

have become due, then the Borough may take the following steps: 

 

(1) Determine that the whole assessment or balance due thereon shall become and be 

immediately due and shall draw interest at the rate imposed upon the arrearage of taxes 

in the Borough; or, 

    



(2) Determine, by Governing Body resolution, that the property owner may pay only the 

amount of the delinquent payment and any interest on the delinquent payment that has 

accrued from the date that the installment was due and payable until the date that 

payment of the delinquent installment is made. After the delinquent installment is 

satisfied, the person assessed shall be reinstated on a regular installment payment 

schedule. 

All assessments made pursuant to the Lead Service Line Replacement Program shall remain a 

lien on the property that is participating in the Program until all installments and accrued 

interest thereon shall be paid.  In the event a property owner fails to make any required 

payment, the Borough shall have the right to enforce the lien and take any other appropriate 

collection action necessary and appropriate, using any mechanism available under New Jersey 

law. 

B. [UNCHANGED]. 

Section 2: 

All other provisions of Chapter 267 of the Code of the Borough of Chatham not amended or replaced 

herein shall remain in full force and effect.  

Section 3: 

If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, 

such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision so 

adjudged and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

Section 4: 

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances of Chatham Borough inconsistent herewith are repealed to the 

extent of such inconsistency. 

Section 5: 

Codification.  This Ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the Borough of Chatham as though codified 

and fully set forth therein.  The Borough Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in 

the official copies of the Code.  The Borough Clerk and the Borough Attorney are authorized and 

directed to change any Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the Borough of Chatham 

in the event that the codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the numbers 

and the existing Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental repealers of existing 

provisions not intended to be repealed. 

Section 6: 

This law shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by 

law. 

Vanessa L. Nienhouse, RMC, CMC 

Municipal Clerk 

Borough of Chatham 
 
 


