Borough of Chatham
&

Chatham Borough Police Department

January 26, 2026
To the Chatham Borough Community at Large:

Recent reports of immigration raids and federal enforcement activity across New Jersey and the nation have
understandably raised concern among many of our residents—especially those within our immigrant
communities. Over the past several months, we have been approached by clergy, food pantry volunteers,
and members of the public who are worried that these federal actions could erode the trust built over many
years between our local government, the Chatham Borough Police Department, and the community we

proudly serve.
We want to speak to you directly and clearly:

Chatham Borough Police Officers are not immigration agents. We DO NOT enforce federal civil
immigration laws. Your Chatham Borough local government officials serve our entire community

and with limited exceptions listed below, never question immigration status.

As Mayor and Chief of Police, we want you to know that our local law enforcement officers are here to
protect public safety—not to enforce federal civil immigration matters. Unless a person is charged with or
has committed serious crimes or offenses as defined by New Jersey Attorney General directive, immigration
status is not relevant to our role as a municipal police department. Our officers do not inquire about
immigration status, and we do not collaborate with immigration enforcement actions unless legally

mandated by a court order or under exceptional circumstances.

For those interested in learning more about the role of local law enforcement in immigration-related
matters—and our legal limitations under the Attorney General’s Immigrant Trust Directive—we encourage
you to explore the documents in the Immigrant Trust Information folder on our document webpage

(https://public.powerdms.com/BCPD/tree) and to watch our recent community tabletop discussion,

“Strengthening Community Trust,” available online at https://vimeo.com/1102185673 7share=copy#t=0.

We are deeply concerned that fear surrounding immigration enforcement could deter someone from calling
911 to report a crime, seek emergency help, or cooperate with a police investigation as a victim or witness.
This fear not only puts individuals at risk—it undermines the safety of the entire community. Additionally,
we think it is vital that every resident, regardless of citizenship or immigration status, know your civil rights

(see this link: https://public.powerdms.com/BCPD/tree/documents/3986121).
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Around the country and in NJ there are reports that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement are
detaining citizens and immigrants (documented and undocumented) and are not always easily identifiable.
Should you see masked individuals in unmarked vehicles questioning residents, call 911 so that our police

can verify these are federal officials conducting lawful immigration enforcement.
That said, we want to be equally clear:

If you are a U.S. citizen, a documented immigrant, or an undocumented immigrant and are engaging in
criminal activity—especially violent or serious crimes—you are the subject of law enforcement efforts at
every level: federal, state, county, and local. In such cases, we will not hesitate to work with our law
enforcement partners to investigate and apprehend those responsible. Public safety is our top priority, and

violent offenders—regardless of citizenship or immigration status—will be held accountable.

However, for all our residents and undocumented neighbors who are simply trying to live, work, and raise

families in peace, we want to assure you:

e Ifyou are a victim of a crime, we are here for you.
o If you witness suspicious activity, we need your help.

e If you have information about a public safety threat, we urge you to come forward.

We are legally bound to follow the New Jersey Attorney General’s Immigrant Trust Directive—a policy
designed specifically to build trust between law enforcement and immigrant communities by making it

clear that state and local police have no role in enforcing federal civil immigration law.

Your immigration status will not be questioned when you seek help from the Chatham Borough Police
Department. Furthermore, if you interact with our Chatham Borough government by paying a utility bill,
reporting a pothole, seeking government services, or asking a question of any kind, your immigration status

is never questioned, is not relevant, and we do not keep such information on file.

We know that many in our community are on edge right now. Your Chatham Borough government stands
with you and serves all our residents. Together, we can ensure that Chatham remains a welcoming, safe,

and inclusive community for all.

Respectfully,
Carolyn Dempsey Brian K. Gibbons
Mayor Chief of Police
Borough of Chatham Chatham Borough Police Department
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